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Hefseik During Davening

(Orach Chaim:Siman 102-105,112)

By Shemoneh Esrei the halacha regarding hefseik is as follows.

Shulchan Aruch (104:5):


The Shulchan Aruch explains that the Shemoneh Esrei is broken up into three parts. The first three Berachos are like one Beracho regarding the laws of hefseik. Each of the middle thirteen Berachos is like a beracho by itself. The last three Berachos are like one long Beracho.
Mishneh Brurah:


He says that based on the Shulchan Aruch above that the first three Berachos and the last three Berachos are like one Beracho therefore a hefseik of silence less than “cdei ligmor es kula” would require a person to go back to the beginning of Shemoneh Esrei if it happened during the first three Berachos. If it happened during the last three Berachos he would have to go back to Retzei. If it happened during the middle Berachos he would go back to the beginning of the Beracho. It is for this reason that a person should be very careful not to spend to much time in silence during the first three Berachos so that he doesn’t have to go back to the beginning of Shemoneh Esrei. 


Also the Mishneh Brurah adds that if a person made a hefseik of silence that was only long enough to finish that one beracho according to all opinions he could continue where he left off.


If a person made a hefseik in between Berachos of Shemoneh Esrei even if it was “cdei ligmor es kula” of the whole Shemoneh Esrei he would not have to go back at all b’dieved. Lechatchila a person shouldn’t do that though.

The next issue to discuss is the halchos of hefseik dibur during Shemoneh Esrei.


Shulchan Aruch (104:6):

In terms of talking during Shemoneh Esrei the halacha is the same as above. If the hefseik was “cdei ligmor es kula” you would go back to the beginning of Shemoneh Esrei. If it was less then “cdei ligmor es kula” during the first three Beracho you would start the Shemoneh Esrei again. If it was during the middle Berachos you would go back to the beginning of the Beracho. If it was during the last three Berachos you would have to go back to Retzei.


Mishneh Brurah:

The Shulchan Aruch was going according to his own opinion about hefseik during Shemoneh Esrei that whether b’oneis or not there is a halacha of “cdei ligmor es kula”, but we who go like the Rema would have to say that the halacha would be as follows.

a) If the hefseik dibur was beoneis ie. for preventing monetary loss, bodily damage, taming an ox, warding off robbers etc. then if it was “cdei ligmor es kula” you would go back to the beginning of Shemoneh Esrei. If you didn’t go back you don’t get credit for Shemoneh Esrei.

b) If the hefseik was b’oneis and it was less then “cdei ligmor es kula” even if it was less then the amount of time it takes to finish that Beracho that you are in then during the first three Berachos you would have to go back to the beginning of Shemoneh Esrei during the middle Berachos you would go back to the beginning of the Beracho and during the last three Berachos you would go back to Retzei. If you just continued where you left off you are yotzei b’dieved.

c) If the hefseik dibur was beshogeg meaning accidental or the person thought it was permitted then the halacho is like it was not b’oneis and even if it was “cdei ligmor es kula” you would just have to go back to the beginning of the Beracho you are in. If it happened during the first three Berachos then you would have to start Shemoneh Esrei over if it was during the last three Berachos you would have to go back to Retzei. B’dieved if you just continued where you left off you would have to daven again since you talked during the Shemoneh Esrei bissur.

d) The Pri Megadim says that if a person talked in between Berachos he did an aveira but he doesn’t have to fix anything

e) If a person talked bemeizid at any point during Shemoneh Esrei the Mishneh Brurah says that it is a suffeik whether he has to daven again. Therefore we say suffeik Berachos lehakeil.

We saw above that a person can be mafsik his Shemoneh Esrei in order to walk to get a siddur that will enable to daven with more kavanah. We will now learn more halachos regarding things that are actually hefseikim in davening but since they are for the sake of the davening itself they are mutar. 

Mishneh:

The Mishneh in Berachos 30b says that even if a king is saying hello to you it is assur to respond to him during the Shemoneh Esrei. The same applies even if a snake is wrapped around your leg you can’t be mafsik in Shemoneh Esrei.

Gemara:

The Gemara on 32b-33a adds many points to the halachos in the Mishneh. The first is that the issur of responding in the middle of Shemoneh Esrei to a king only applies to a Jewish King not to a gentile king who would kill the person davening for not responding. The heter to be mafsik and respond is only provided that you can’t say the beginning and the end of the Beracho quickly before he approaches. 

Secondly if an animal or a caravan of travellers is coming towards him he may move out of the way without talking provided that he can’t fininsh the Beracho quickly.

The issur of being mafsik when a snake is wrapped around the leg is only referring to a place where the snakes are not known to be life threatening if they are then it is mutar to be mafsik. 

Rabbeinu Yonah:

When it says that it is assur to be mafsik in Shemoneh Esrei for a snake that means to talk but to walk from one place to another so that it falls is mutar since we never find anywhere that walking is a hefseik in the Shemoneh Esrei.

Shulchan Aruch:


The halacha follows the Mishneh with the Gemaras qualifications.

The Rabbeinu Yonah that says that walking is not a hefseik is only when the person is walking for some need to his davening but to move in the middle of Shemoneh Esrei for no reason is assur.


Mishneh Brurah:

He adds that whenever it is assur to be mafsik it is assur even with hand gestures therefore if a person is davening near a crying baby since it is for the sake of davening with more kavanah he may use hand gestures to soothe the child. If this doesn’t work he can move to another place.

If a person is in the middle of Shemoneh Esrei and is in doubt about a law regarding the continuation of his prayer then he may stop to go walk over and look in a sefer and he can even ask someone what to do right in the middle of Shemoneh Esrei. The principle here again is that whenever the hefseik is for the sake of the davening itself it is mutar.


Rav Moshe:

He says in Orach Chaim 4:16 that it is mutar to be mafsik bedibur for the Shemoneh Esrei of others just as it is mutar to be mafsik bedibur for your own Shemoneh Esrei. He qualifies that you should only be mafsik for others in between Berachos of the Shemoneh Esrei.

In summary we have learned the halachos of hefseik for Shemoneh Esrei, Krias Shema and its Berachos, as well as Pesukei Dezimra. There are some hefseikim that are mutar because they are for the sake of davening. Some are mutar because the mitzvah itself is not on the level to warrant an issur. Even silence can be a hefseikin certain circumstances depending how long it is.


